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Her commitment to the elderly and
youth are quite noteworthy and deeply
rooted in her beliefs. Among her many
accomplishments, she is the founder of
the Ville Platte Girls and Boys Place
where afterschool and summer pro-
grams teach children culinary skills,
music appreciation, improved commu-
nications, and writing techniques. Dur-
ing the summer, Mayor Vidrine is a
regular presence at the Girls and Boys
Place offering encouragement to the
children to expand their thinking, ex-
plore their passions and to be a good
citizen. She works tirelessly to provide
unique opportunities for these young
minds, many of which come from very
low-income homes. This, in turn, al-
lows parents to feel more hopeful that
their children will have a better life.

When it comes to technology, Mayor
Vidrine has practically taken her com-
munity from ‘“‘worst to first” as she
likes to say, by developing critical
partnerships with public and private
broadband providers. In the very near
future, the city of Ville Platte will
begin enjoying internet speeds like
they have never seen before, thanks in
large part to the mayor’s efforts. She
knows the importance of technology
and how it has an immediate impact on
the lives of every resident.

I consider Mayor Jennifer Vidrine as
a most accomplished stateswoman, and
I am extremely proud to call her a
friend.

I ask all of Louisiana to join me in
congratulating Mayor Vidrine for
reaching this important milestone in
her career.e

RECOGNIZING WHAS RADIO

e Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor WHAS Radio on enter-
ing its 100th year of service to the city
of Louisville and Commonwealth of
Kentucky. WHAS started broadcasting
on July 18, 1992, and has covered nu-
merous historical moments, including
the first live broadcast of the Ken-
tucky Derby, Pearl Harbor, and Presi-
dential interviews. As one of the long-
est running radio stations in the coun-
try, WHAS has won countless awards,
including the Associated Press and
Peabody Awards.

During these past 100 years, WHAS
has solidified its reputation as a leader
in crisis coverage, specifically severe
weather. When an F4 tornado hit Lou-
isville in 1974, WHAS traffic reporter
Dick Gilbert followed the tornado in
his helicopter, giving listeners live up-
dates of the storm’s location and re-
sulting damage. During the Ohio River
flood of 1937, WHAS aired 115,000 mes-
sages, despite the electrical power
shutdown.

Since 1954, WHAS has served as the
flagship station in the Crusade for
Children, which raises millions of dol-
lars for children’s charities throughout
Kentucky every year. In the 2022 tele-
thon, WHAS helped raise $5,133,684.69,
making the Crusade one of America’s
most successful local telethons.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

A dedication to informing and en-
lightening the city of Louisville has
defined the first 100 years of broad-
casting for WHAS. As we look toward
the future, I have no doubt that WHAS
will continue to play an integral role
in keeping listeners all around the
Commonwealth informed.e

———

RECOGNIZING DENNISON’S
ROADSIDE MARKET

e Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, as ranking
member of the Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship,
each week I recognize an outstanding
Kentucky small business that exempli-
fies the American entrepreneurial spir-
it. This week, it is my privilege to rec-
ognize Dennison’s Roadside Market of
Horse Cave, KY, as the Senate Small
Business of the Week.

Sometimes, a great idea will just
present itself, as it did for Kathy
Dennison in her garden over 30 years
ago. A tomato stand, she suggested,
right there on their front lawn. Though
her husband was skeptical at first, the
first few years of their little tomato
stand business proved successful, so
much so that the grass in their front
lawn was worn away from all the foot
traffic. As the years went past, their
popularity continued to grow, and
eventually, the Dennisons realized they
needed to expand their operation. The
Dennisons, ever resourceful, looked to
their own land when considering expan-
sion. Thus, the couple renovated the
old tobacco barn on their property to
facilitate their ever-growing business.
Fast forward 20-some years later, and
the couple now owns and operates a
full-fledged country store, featuring in-
season produce, jams, salsas, salad
dressings, baskets, mums, and other
home decorations.

The Dennisons take special care to
only sell local produce; so local that
much of it is grown on their own prop-
erty. The store offers a full bounty of
goods, and if the produce is not grown
on their own property, it is grown on
one of their neighbor’s farms, making
this market not only a community at-
traction but a communal effort to
serve Kentuckians the finest produce
available in Horse Cave. The selection
of produce offered at Dennison’s Road-
side Market changes throughout the
year depending on what is in season, so
customers know that all the food in
the store is sold at their optimal condi-
tion. Dennison’s Roadside Market
prides itself on selling fruits and vege-
tables within a week or so of being
picked from the farm. Their inventory
is not confined to food; they also sell
pottery, candy, baskets, and other
products made locally, always adhering
to the Dennison’s philosophy of home-
grown and high-quality.

In the years between their little to-
mato stand and the large country store
it has grown into, the public response
to Paul and Kathy’s business has been
overwhelmingly positive. Dennison’s
Roadside Market has been a great suc-
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cess, serving as the go-to store for
locals in need of groceries and acting
as a prominent destination for tourists
visiting Kentucky. Tourists from as far
as Australia have come to Dennison’s
seeking authentic local produce.

As if operating their own store were
not already enough  work, the
Dennisons also run their own farm.
When February rolls around each year,
Paul and Kathy begin their cultivation
process, starting in the greenhouse
where they first sow their seeds. Some
days, the couple work as late as 8 or 9
p.m., maintaining their crops in order
to maximize the amount of fruit and
vegetables available at harvest. More-
over, the couple strives to make
Dennison’s a welcoming environment
not for only its customers, but for its
employees as well. Those who work at
Dennison’s Roadside Market describe it
as ‘‘an amazing place to work’” and
‘““‘something new all the time.”

Selling locally sourced goods is not
the only way Dennison’s supports their
local community. Dennison’s often wel-
comes other small businesses to utilize
the open space on its property. Local
food trucks will drive from all around
to offer their fare to the many cus-
tomers shopping at Dennison’s Market.
Their reach expands beyond the com-
munity of Horse Cave, with Bucky
Bee’s BBQ of Cave City, KY, and Ha-
waiian Shave Ice of Glasgow, KY, com-
ing over to Dennison’s to set up shop
alongside the market. Collaborating
with other Kentucky small businesses
not only provides a fun and friendly at-
mosphere to their market, it also al-
lows Paul and Kathy Dennison to share
in the bounty of their wonderful Horse
Cave community.

When a small business is as beloved
as Dennison’s Roadside Market, it is
hard for critics to ignore. Paul and
Kathy’s business has received wide-
spread acclaim, earning Best Farm
Produce by the News-Herald, second
place in Best Farm Tourist Attraction
by Kentucky Living, and is currently a
finalist for Best in Kentucky by Ken-
tucky Living. Paul and Kathy’s reso-
lute dedication and immense passion
for their business is the reason why
Dennison’s is able to offer the highest
quality goods each consecutive year. 1
want to commend this hard-working
couple for their dedication and re-
sourcefulness, as they took what was a
fertile garden and grew it into an es-
teemed venture treasured by the entire
community. Congratulations to Paul
and Kathy Dennison and to the entire
team at Dennison’s Roadside Market. I
look forward to watching your contin-
ued growth and success in Kentucky.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Swann, one of his
secretaries.
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